
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 November, 2019

From 7.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Ruth Appleby, Gemma Cook & Steven Farrell
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk 

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Peto and Nichols
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr John Riddle was unable to attend
5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk advised that phase 1 of the proposed 1 gigabit broadband 
roll-out was currently being planned. This initial phase would not include Otterburn but that it would be 
in the next phase. It was highlighted that a team of volunteers would be required to assist with the local 
roll-out including way-leaves. The Clerk advised that there would soon be communications that would 
highlight the opportunity to purchase shares in B4RN. These would provide a 5% return for each year 
retained (minimum 3 years) and if an investor purchased £1,500 of shares they would be eligible for free 
connection (usual cost £150). The Clerk also reported that the Small Donation Fund was now available 
for small projects or events such as local children’s Christmas parties.        
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk advised there was no update on this matter this month.   
c) item 5c: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Clerk advised he was still attempting to get an update 
on this matter.    
d) item 5d: Revitalising Redesdale update: There was nothing to report this month.        
e) item 5f: Otterburn street lights: The Clerk advised he was still waiting a response to his email on the 
matter discussed at the last meeting.     
f) item 5g: Plans for Otterburn 2019 and beyond: Cllr Cook advised that she had been too busy to have a 
chance to develop this matter. It was agreed to postpone the topic until March 2020. 
g) item 5h: Dog mess dispensers and signage: The Chair provided his plans to repair the poo bag 
dispenser that is attached to the fence alongside the RTC. 
h) item 5i: Stone seat at Millennium Green: Cllr Farrell advised that there had been no update from 
Northumbria Water on whether they would be funding / managing this work. 
i) item 5j: Friday night club: Cllr Farrell advised there that had been no progress on this topic and it was 
agreed to push back the matter to the February meeting. 
j) item 5k: Northumbria Water Treatment Works, legacy: The Clerk advised he had emailed Northumbria 
Water with details of the traffic speed cameras, the stone seat and other matters discussed at the meeting 
in October. He reported that whilst he had received an acknowledgement he had not had a full response 
yet. 
k) item 5m: Work at the Children’s Play Area: The Chair and Cllr Farrell advised that they hadn’t been 
able to set a date for the required work but that they would do so in the near future. 
l) item 5n: Rural Crime and meeting with Police Commissioner: The Clerk confirmed that a meeting had 
been arranged for Thursday 6 February, 2020, starting 7.00pm in Otterburn Memorial Hall. He advised 
that it had been requested that a brief be provided to Cllr McGuinness’ office and it was agreed 
consideration would be given at the December meeting. 
m) item 5o: Maintenance of public seating and possible new seating: The Councillors agreed it would be 
beneficial to purchase the ‘Fast-dek’ stand for the bench to be located at the Percy Cross entrance as well 
as anchors to secure it. 
n) item 4a: Otterburn Flood Resilience: The Clerk shared the partially completed Flood Plan received 
from Colin Hall (EA). There was discussion as to how to potentially attract Flood Wardens and which 
areas of the Parish were at highest risk of flooding. It was agreed sandbags would ideally be located 
within the public toilet area and the Clerk would contact NCC for permission. 
o)     item 8a: Christmas Eve songs in the Millennium Green  : The Clerk advised he had not received any 
responses from the request for help on Christmas Eve for this event. It was reluctantly agreed therefore 

2019-20 110519 November Mins



that as no Councillors were available on Christmas Eve the event would not take place this year. It was 
highlighted that there was a Children’s Christmas service on Christmas Eve at St John’s Church that 
would lead up to when Santa was due to go through the village on his ‘sleigh’. 
6. Finance
a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for October, 2019: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed.
b) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass/hedge cutting: The invoice for £191.00 was agreed.
c) Donation request from PCC Otterburn for Remembrance order service: £22.50 requested was agreed.
d) Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance: A £100.00 donation was agreed
e) Donation request from Community Action Northumberland: A £100.00 donation was agreed
f) Donation request from Tynedale Hospice: A £100.00 donation was agreed.

7. Planning –
a) 19/03986/FUL: Detached dwelling (resubmission): Land north of Cairncroft, Memory Lane, Willow 
Green, Otterburn, NE191LL: There was agreement to support this application however it was requested 
that the concern raised by some local residents over the possibility of access restrictions and obstruction 
on the roads in Willow Green by heavy / large vehicles during construction if the application was granted 
was highlighted to NCC so plans could be deployed to avoid problems.

The Clerk raised the topic of a further application received that day regarding Woodhill Hall. It was 
agreed the Councillors would review and comment via email.

8. New Business
a) Christmas tree in Millennium Green: The Clerk advised he had spoken to Alan Rutherford of 
Landmarc who had kindly offered to provide a tree for the Millennium Green and this would be delivered
by the weekend 30 November. Cllr Farrell advised he would look to get help to put the Christmas tree up.
Cllr Cook advised that Mrs Snaith had kindly agreed to provide electricity again for the Christmas tree 
lights.        
b) Roadside signage in Otterburn:  The Clerk advised that Cllr Peto had been in touch with NCC 
regarding the repair required to a number of signs in the village. It was reported that work had been 
undertaken on these.  

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
There was no other business raised.  
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 3 December, 2019 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  Meeting closed 8.10pm

‘Surgery’
Mr Holden requested to have two small ‘Swedish white beam’ trees removed from the Millennium Green 
that were impacting upon his garden next to the Millennium Green. The Councillors agreed to the request 
and agreed to his follow up request for him to do this himself given his experience.
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